
10 ELEMENTS OF AN 
EFFECTIVE WEBSITE



Attention Grabbing 
Headline
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#1 - ATTENTION GRABBING HEADLINE

A Good Headline…

Grabs your reader’s attention

Informs your visitor why he or she should convert

Gives your reader a basic understanding 
of what your site is all about



A Good Example: Spotify



Primary Call 
to Action
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#2 - PRIMARY CALL TO ACTION

A Good Call to Action…

Is visible and contrasts the other elements 
surrounding it

Has a clear and compelling message

Is strategically placed around supporting content



A Good Example: Netflix



Imagery that Conveys 
Your Message
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(and is true to your brand)



#3 - IMAGERY THAT CONVEYS YOUR MESSAGE

Good Website Imagery…

Is relevant to your message and brand 

Is high quality

Is as authentic as possible



A Good Example: Pocket
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Your Unique 
Offer



#4 - YOUR UNIQUE OFFER

A Good Offer...

Paints a clear picture

Sells more than just a service or product

Shoots for the 10X factor



A Good Example: Evernote
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Testimonials That Help 
Tell Your Story



#5 - TESTIMONIALS THAT HELP TELL YOUR STORY

Good Testimonials...

Are from real customers

Offer up specifics about your 
product or service

Help back up your claims



A Good Example: Dreamhost
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Easy, Intuitive 
Navigation



#6 - EASY, INTUITIVE NAVIGATION

A Good Navigation...

Has links to the site’s most important 
pages on every single page

Should be clear and easy to read, 
with a consistent design from page to page

Should typically be no more than three levels deep



A Good Example: HubSpot
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Fresh, Original 
Content



#7 - FRESH, ORIGINAL CONTENT

Fresh, original content 
could be...

Posting a new blog or news article monthly

Adding in new case studies as you work with new clients

Updating content to add new services or revise old ones



A Good Example: Grain & Mortar
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Social Media 
Integration



#8 - SOCIAL MEDIA INTEGRATION

Ways to integrate social 
media include...

Adding social media icons to your header or footer

Adding social media sharing buttons to any 
sharable content on your website 

Adding social media feeds to your website



A Good Example: Three Sixty
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Should Function Equally 
Across All Platforms



#9 - SHOULD FUNCTION EQUALLY ACROSS ALL PLATFORMS

A Responsive Website Will...

Scale down well on any device

Retain all primary functionality regardless 
of the device its being viewed on

Not eliminate any content, just because 
it doesn’t fit within the smaller screen size



A Good Example: Smashing Magazine
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Design Consistency 
Across All Pages 



#10 – DESIGN CONSISTENCY ACROSS ALL PAGES

Design consistency 
includes things like...

Using similar layouts for similar types of content

Using consistent typefaces and color 
schemes across all pages



A Good Example: Airbnb


